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WINTER CONFERENCE OF C. L. A. 

The Mid-winter Conference of the Catholic Library 
Association opened Sunday, Dec. 27 at 9:30 A.M. 
with Mass in the University Chapel, Loyola Univer- 
sity. It was offered up by Rev. Placidus Kempf, 
Librarian, St. Meinrad’s Abbey, Indiana, for the suc- 
cess of the Catholic Library Association and its mem- 
bers. A very appropriate sermon was delivered by 
Rev. Frederick E. Hillenbrand, Librarian, St. Mary 
of the Lake Seminary, Mundelein, III. 


First SESSION 


The first general session immediately followed. It 
was held in the Elizabeth M. Cudahy Memorial Li- 
brary, with Rev. Peter J. Etzig, C.SS.R., Librarian, 
Redemptorist Seminary, Oconomowoc, Wis., presiding 
at this meeting. After appointing Bro. Francis H. 
Ruhlman, S.M., secretary, Father Etzig introduced 
Rev. William T. Kane, S.J., Librarian, Loyola Uni- 
versity, who in the absence of the President, Rev. 
Robert M. Kelley, S.J., very cordially welcomed the 
librarians to Loyola. He emphasized that the library 
profession as a science is being stressed at the sacrifice 
of this profession as an art, and expressed the hope 
that the Catholic Library Association would constantly 
radiate a power and influence of its own. 

Rev. William M. Stinson, S.J., President of the 
C. L. A., was then called upon. He gave the encour- 
aging report that the Association, during the short 
period of its existence as an independent organization, 
made steady progress and showed signs of a healthy 
growth. He likewise brought the message that 
Mr. O'Loughlin, editor of the CatuHotic Liprary 
Wortp, earnestly invited constructive criticism of 
our official organ, so that it might become with each 
successive issue more interesting and serviceable to 
Catholic librarians. 

The Chairman, Father Etzig, followed with an elo- 
quent address on “Our Ideals and Purposes.” He 
took the name of our organization, CATHOLIC 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, as the basis of his ad- 
dress, elucidating the full import of each word, and 
above all of the word CATHOLIC. He reminded us 
that other organizations are associations, and _ still 
others are library associations, but there is only one 
CATHOLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

Miss Jeannette Murphy, Assistant Librarian, Notre 
Dame University, in her paper, “Classification of Re- 
ligion as Done in the Notre Dame Library,” stated 
that we must first test the adequacy of existing 
schemes and if these prove unsatisfactory, then find 
a scheme that does. After pointing out some deficien- 


tentative scheme of her own for the classification of 
Catholic books. 

Rev. Placidus Kempf’s paper, “Wanted a Satisfac- 
tory Classification of Religion,” called attention espe- 
cially to the 1931 edition of Dewey 200 Section. 
While he admitted there were still possibilities of 
improvement, Father Kempf stated that this edition 
showed considerable advancement over the earlier 
editions. 

These last two papers were then discussed by Rev. 
Colman Farrell, O.S.B., St. Benedict’s College, Atchi- 
son, Kansas, and Sister M. Raparata, O.P., Librarian, 
Rosary College, River Forest, Ill. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:15 P.M. 


SECOND SESSION 


The second session opened at 2:30 P.M. under the 
chairmanship of Bro. Francis H. Ruhlman, S.M., 
Librarian, Univ. of Dayton, Ohio, with fifty-eight in 
attendance. 

The first paper, “The Compilation of a Biographical 
Dictionary of Catholic Authors in English Speaking 
Countries,” was presented by Rev. Arnold Garvy, S.J., 
of Loyola University. After mentioning the occasion 
that gave rise to this undertaking, he explained his 
method of procedure in this monumental work, at 
which he has been engaged for over eighteen years. 
The paper was discussed by Father Etzig and Mr. 
Halsey Wilson of The H. W. Wilson Co. 

The paper, “The Editorial, Technical and Coopera- 
tive Aspects of the Catholic Periodical Index,” was 
then read by Mr. William Stetson Merrill, John Crerar 
Library, Chicago, Ill. He reminded us that period- 
icals give the very latest information on almost any 
subject, and as such are of exceptional value to the 
reference librarian, thus emphasizing the important 
function of periodical indexes and the place the 
Catholic Periodical Index is taking in this field. 

Then followed the paper, “Form To Be Followed 
When Indexing Roman Documents for the Catholic 
Periodical Index,” by Rev. Colman Farrell, O.S.B. 
He demonstrated the method of indexing this mate- 
rial by examples from a volume of the Acta Apos- 
tolicae Sedis. 

Considerable discussion followed, covering both Mr. 
Merrill’s and Father Farrell's papers. 

The meeting concluded by a discussion of, ‘How to 
Dispose of Our Duplicates,” led by Bro. Francis 
Ruhlman, $.M. Those participating in the discussion 
were: Sister M. Jose and Sister M. Cecilia of St. 
Catherine's College, St. Paul, Minn.; Father Sylvester, 
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CATHOLIC ACTION IN ACTION 


“Catholic Action” re-echoes from every quarter of 
the world. No phase of Catholic activity is insensible 
to its vibrant summons. Even the most lowly con- 
certed effort under Catholic auspices has its particu- 
lar part to play. The Catholic Library Association 
and its activities are not things apart from the prose- 
cution of this noble work. We must take our place in 
line and energetically apply ourselves to the task 
which is peculiarly ours—prometing Catholic litera- 
ture. 

The way has been blazed for us by two vehicles in 
particular to which we must lend our sincere coopera- 
tion—the Catholic Book Club and the Cardinal Hayes 
Literature Committee. In a previous issue of the 
Wortp, Father Talbot gave us an insight into the 
machinery of the former. In this number, Blanche 
Mary Kelley details the workings of the latter. A 
few pages on, Father Brown gives us a story of the 
admirable work being done by the Catholic Central 
Library. All of these are translations of Catholic 
Action into deeds. 

Apathetic unconcern in this matter on the part of 
any Catholic librarian is a shameful monstrosity. We 
are crusaders in the cause of Catholic Action. “There 
was real satisfaction,” writes Father Talbot in 
America, “derivable from the announcement that the 
Catholic Library Association had been aggregated into 
a distinct and independent organization. Its monthly 
bulletin, the Catholic Library World, must have bene- 
ficial results for Catholic literature in general, and its 
Catholic Periodical Index is a work that cannot be 
allowed to be discontinued.” The united action of 
Catholic librarians in the promotion of good literature 
is a powerful weapon. Let us make it effective. We 
have wise guidance in the Catholic Book Club and 
the Cardinal Hayes Committee which place at our 
disposal reliable suggestions to counteract the baneful 
influence of the diseased literature which is served up 
to unwary readers. 

Father Brown climaxes his splendid article in the 
December /risk Monthly with this sanguine observa- 
tion: “Now, since people certainly will go on reading, 
there is little use in exhorting them to avoid evil 
literature if nothing be done to provide them with 
good.” Catholic librarians can do this with little 
effort. We have almost inexhaustible treasures of good 
literature upon which to draw. 


MARY EILEEN AHERN 

We add our humble good wishes to the many splen- 
did expressions of appreciation extended Miss Mary 
Eileen Ahern upon the completion of her tenure as 
editor of Libraries. The dedication of the last num- 
ber of Libraries to its only editor, Miss Ahern, marks 
a fitting close to her loyal and unselfish service in the 
cause of library advancement. She richly deserves the 
retirement upon which she now enters. Gently raising 
our “still small voice of gratitude,” we wish Mary 
Eileen Ahern the consummation of that longing which 
moved Leigh Hunt to write, 

O for a seat in some poetic nook, 
Just hid with trees, and sparkling with a brook. 
WILLA CATHER 

Critics are almost unanimous in the assertion that 
Willa Cather is the outstanding American woman 
novelist of the day. Glowing tributes, couched in 
richest rhetoric, have been paid to the life-giving 
touch of her art. The latest manifestation of such 
appreciation comes from Creighton University, where 
a course “Willa Cather” has been added to the cur- 
riculum. 

Born in 1875 near Winchester, Va., Miss Cather, 
at the age of nine, was taken by her father to a 
ranch near Red Cloud, Neb. All the while that she 
was racing about over the country by day, Willa 
Cather was reading at night. She read a good many 
of the English classics aloud to her two grandmothers. 
She learned Latin early, and read it easily. Upon 
graduation from high school, Miss Cather matricu- 
lated at the University of Nebraska, from which she 
received her A.B. in 1895. Flush with the vigor of 
youth, she wrote some verse of which it has been 
said, ‘There is very little of her verse and not much 
is of any importance.” Less than a decade later she 
accepted a position on the editorial staff of McClure’s, 
of which she became managing editor in 1908. Some 
three years later, Miss Cather relinquished her edi- 
torial connections and retired to work on her first 
novel, Alexander's Bridge. This was the first of a 
fast-growing series of remarkable books, and hence- 
forth the story of her books becomes the story of her 
life. 

Until the publication of Death Comes for the Arch- 
bishop (called her greatest book), Willa Cather’s 
works breathe the atmosphere of the spacious Middle 
West. This was the America of her childhood and 
girlhood, and it is what she knows best and under- 
stands best. Some of her characters are outstanding 
creations. Her stories are set in a fresh and open 
world. Her pictures are exquisitely drawn, with deli- 
cate coloring and beautifully sustained tone. The 
Southwest, too, held deep attractions for her. “The 
longer I stayed in the Southwest, the more I felt that 
the story of the Catholic Church in that country was 
the most interesting of all its stories.” The writing 
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LARGEST ATTENDANCE EVER 

(Continued from Page 29) 
O.M.Cap. of Marathon, Wis.; Mr. William Merrill 
of Chicago; Sister M. Felix, O.P., of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., and Sister Serena. Although much interest 
was still shown in this topic, the lateness of the hour 
necessitated closing the discussion. The meeting ad- 
journed at 5:10 P.M. 


THIRD SESSION 


The final session opened at 9:30 A.M., Monday, 
December 28th, in the library of DePaul University, 
with Sister M. Raparata, O.P., acting as Chairman. 
Fifty-seven were present at this meeting. 

Sister Reparata introduced Rev. Francis Corcoran, 
C.M., President of DePaul University, who extended 
to us a hearty welcome and instilled us with renewed 
energy by his encouraging words of personal interest 
in our profession. 

Miss M. Lillian Ryan then read the first paper of 
this session, “The Calvert Loan Library; Its Object 
and Progress.” This library is sponsored by the Cal- 
vert Club of Chicago, whose aims are to establish a 
reference library, rental collection, and book shop for 
the spread of Catholic literature. 

Miss Alice Daly, Librarian, Manuscript Division, 
Chicago Historical Library, immediately followed with 
her paper, “The Resources of an Historical Society 
Library.” She opened with a general description of 
the development of the Chicago Historical Library and 
its present extensive resources, despite several losses 
by fire. Miss Daly then gave a more detailed account 
of the collections of manuscripts and maps held by this 
Association, followed with an outline of the method of 
classification and closed with suggestions for the physi- 
cal care of this type of material. 

Due to important matters pertaining to the Catholic 
Library Association, which our President, Rev. Wil- 
liam Stinson, S.J., had to present to the meeting, all 
discussion was dropped and the final paper, “Union 
Catalog of Catholic Historical Materials in Catholic 
Libraries,” by Sister M. Cecilia, Library School, St. 
Catherine’s College, St. Paul, Minn., was necessarily 
made very brief. 

Sister M. Reparata then relinquished the chair to the 
President. Father Stinson first made known that due 
to the resignation of Dr. Fitzgerald as treasurer of 
the Catholic Library Association, Mr. John O'Lough- 
lin would officiate as acting treasurer until the next 
annual meeting. He then presented the list of paid 
members that had been forwarded to him by Dr. 
Fitzgerald up to the time of his resignation. He con- 
cluded by placing before the meeting the financial 
condition of the Catholic Periodical Index at the pres- 
ent time. Lengthy discussion followed, in which many 
participated. 

The following resolutions were passed at this meet- 
ing: 

Resolved, That the Mid-winter Meeting of the 
Catholic Library Association, held in Chicago, De- 


cember 27-28, 1931, requests a full financial account 
of Dr. Fitzgerald by February 1, 1932, concerning his 
management as treasurer of the Catholic Periodical 
Index. 

Resolved, That the book reviews be regularly pub- 
lished in all issues of the Catholic Periodical Index, 
and that those failing to appear in the 1930 bound 
volume be included in the next accumulated volume. 

Resolved, That this Meeting wishes to go on record 
as suggesting that any major change of policy of the 
Catholic Periodical Index be submitted to the Edi- 
torial Board for approval. 


The meeting adjourned at 12:20 P.M. 
a 


a 
CENTRAL CATHOLIC LIBRARY, DUBLIN 
A Power House of Catholic Activity 
By Rev. STEPHEN J. Brown, S.J., Librarian 

Under the patronage of His Grace the Archbishop 
of Dublin, the Central Catholic Library was founded 
in 1922 by an association of priests and Catholic lay- 
men. Their aim was to create a representative col- 
lection of Catholic literature on all subjects bearing 
on the Faith—Catholic doctrine, biographies of the 
saints and great Catholics of all countries and of all 
periods, history, social questions, the missions, liturgy, 
sacred music and art, etc. In the course of seven 
years over 15,000 volumes have been collected, in- 
cluding many books in Latin, French, German, Italian 
and Spanish, as well as in Irish and English. More 
than one hundred periodicals come to the library from 
various parts of the world. A particularly valuable 
section is that entitled “Ireland and the Faith,” which 
commands the interest of students and visitors. 

The library is intended primarily as an aid to stu- 
dents, journalists, teachers, social workers, professional 
men and writers. But it is open free to all those who 
wish to use it for the purposes for which it is in- 
tended. It provides a pleasant and convenient center 
for the enjoyment and study of Catholic literature. It 
offers impetus to research. Its facilities in every re- 
spect are at the disposal of those who may find in its 
volumes the knowledge and information they seek. It 
is hoped that the library will serve as a continuation 
school of Catholic religious education and a rich 
source of information on all subjects connected with 
religion. The Central Catholic Library is perhaps 
unique in that it has no endowment or budget, and 
depends entirely on voluntary contributions. The en- 
tire work is being carried on by volunteers, who de- 
vote their time and energy generously to further the 
objects of this enterprise. 

It is expected that the library will be the mecca 
of pilgrims to the Eucharistic Congress at Dublin next 
summer. Undoubtedly Catholics from every section 
of the globe will visit this depository of Catholic 
literature. The librarian takes this occasion to extend 
to members of the C. L. A. in particular, and to 
Catholic visitors from the United States in general, a 
most cordial invitation to spend a few restful moments 
amid the treasures of the Central Catholic Library. 
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of Death Comes for the Archbishop only took a few 
months, because the book had all been lived many 
times before it was written, and the happy mood in 
which she began it never paled. As Miss Cather so 
well says: “It was like going back and playing the 
early composers after a surfeit of modern music.” 

While reading Shadows on the Rock, we find our- 
selves agreeably absorbed in the tranquillity of Old 
Quebec. This is not a story, but a chronicle; yet it 
is of epic breadth. The author’s intense visualization 
of characters and scenes, her charm of expression, the 
marked simplicity with which she takes us on an ex- 
cursion into the past—seem to belie the conviction of 
Louis Kronenberger that, “She adds nothing to her 
reputation in the Shadows on the Rock: not quite 
perfect enough of its kind to survive in its own genre, 
it merely strengthens our feeling that Miss Cather 
is moving in the wrong direction.” Rather is she 
moving in the right direction, for in this book there 
is a distinct Catholic tone solemnly harmonizing the 
materials of life which the author has so exquisitely 
interwoven. 

It is not because of its deep-seated pride in the fact 
that the author is a Nebraskan that Creighton Uni- 
versity has offered a course in “Willa Cather,” but 
rather recognition of her standing as the leading Ameri- 
can woman novelist. Professor Charvat fully justi- 
fies the course with the observation: “For, besides 
popular appeal, Miss Cather’s writings possess those 
literary and aesthetic values which constitute a clas- 
sic.” In a word, Willa Cather’s novels are a legacy 
to American literature. 
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THANK YOU! 


The editor is making a survey of the courses given 
in colleges and academies bearing upon the Use of the 
Library and Appreciation of Reading. We solicit the 
cooperation of our readers by asking them to send us 
copies of their programs along this line. The slightest 
courtesy extended this request will be deeply ap- 


preciated. 
3} 3) 


WE°VE ONLY BEGUN! 


In commenting on the organization of the C. L. A., 
the N. C. W. C. Review for December says: “Already 
the association is to be congratulated upon evidences 
of development and fidelity to its pledge. Its official 
publication, THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD, 
has come forth in attractive printed form instead of 
mimeographed and has increased in size and im- 
proved in contents.” Further on in the same issue 


the Review quotes at length from Sister Reparata’s 
article, “The Value of Catholic Periodicals to College 
Students.” 


WORK OF CARDINAL HAYES LITERATURE 
COMMITTEE ANTIDOTE TO PERNICIOUS 
READING 
By Biancue Mary KELLy 
The Cardinal Hayes Literature Committee was or- 
ganized about three years ago at the suggestion of the 
Holy Father by His Eminence, the Archbishop of New 
York, as a practical means of offsetting the pernicious 
literature which is such a menace not only to religion 
and morals, but to civilization itself. The object of 
the Committee, which consists of a group of repre- 
sentative clergymen of the archdiocese, is to cultivate, 
especially among Catholics, a sound critical sense, 
in itself an antidote against bad literature, to promote 
respect for the Catholic position in these matters, and 
to encourage Catholic authors to seek their rightful 

recognition. 

In accordance with this obviously constructive pol- 
icy, the Committee publishes, (1) weekly, an article 
that is syndicated through the Catholic press of the 
United States and Canada by the National Catholic 
Welfare Council; (2) at intervals of three to six 
months, a list of recent books which are recommended 
as eminently readable. The weekly article takes the 
form of a short essay which in substance may consist 
of a review of recent books or periodicals, a discussion 
of current literary tendencies, or an appraisal of an 
individual author. In general, this article is directed 
towards a systematic exposition of Catholic critical 
principles, so that the series as a whole will contain a 
coherent expression of the Catholic point of view. 

The list of recommended books is not in any sense 
a white list. The Committee’s procedure in its com- 
pilation is as follows: From the publishers’ advance 
announcements those books are selected which appear 
to be (1) possible to recommend, (2) worth recom- 
mending. They are distributed among the members 
of the Committee, each of whom submits in writing 
his opinion of every book he has read. This opinion 
takes into consideration both Catholic principle and 
literary excellence. Hence, it sometimes happens that 
a book which is selected on the basis of the pub- 
lisher’s announcement has to be omitted from the 
list because it is unsatisfactory under one or both 
of these heads. A book is not recommended solely 
because the author is a Catholic; neither is a work 
by a non-Catholic rejected unless it outrageously af- 
fronts the Catholic position. Books which offend 
under this head are occasionally scrutinized in the 
weekly critique, but the final list simply omits re- 
jected titles. This does not mean that every book 
that is not listed is condemned. Many of the omitted 
books have not even been read, since it would be 
physically impossible to read everything that is pub- 
lished, but an earnest and systematic effort is made 
to overlook nothing worth while. 

Copies of the weekly article and the recommended 
list are distributed by the Committee to the principal 
publishers, who have shown a uniform willingness 
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to co-operate with the Committee. This is an ap- 
preciated courtesy on their part, but not benevolence, 
because most publishers now recognize the existence 
of a Catholic point of view and a Catholic market, 
and realize that this is a direct means of reaching 
both. There is scarcely a publisher of importance 
who has not issued within the past six months books 
of explicitly Catholic appeal (such, for instance, as 
Dutton with Hayward’s History of the Popes and 
Von Hugel’s Reality of God; Houghton with Agnes 
Repplier’s Times and Tendencies ; Knopf with Willa 
Cather’s Shadows on the Rock and Maurice Baring’s 
In My End Is My Beginning ; Harper with Belloc’s 
Conversation With a Cat; Coward-McCann with 
Wyndham Lewis's Charles of Europe; Morrow with 
Cecily Farmer’s The Bending Sickle ; Holt with Han- 
del-Mazzetti’s Jesse and Maria and Huby’s The 
Church and the Gospels; the Century with Dr. 
Moore’s The Case Against Birth Control ; Lippincott 
with Belloc’s Cranmer; while Longmans and Mac- 
millan, who maintain Catholic departments, have pub- 
lished many important titles). The list could be 
considerably augmented, but it need not be, since 
most of the books recommended are not explicitly 
Catholic, which is in itself sufficient proof of the 
change that is taking place in literature. There are 
still plenty of bad books, even the “better” publishers 
issue some of them, since a publisher is still a business 
man; but it would now be possible to read a new 
book every day in the year without reading a single 
bad one. 

That a great many people are more anxious to read 
good books than bad is evidenced from the letters 
that reach the Committee. These include requests 
for copies of the lists, which are supplied on applica- 
tion to the Committee’s headquarters, 23 East 51st 
Street, New York City; expressions of appreciation 
of the Committee’s service, especially from schools, 
reading circles and libraries, and requests for informa- 
tion and advice. All of which would seem to indicate 
that.the Cardinal Hayes Literature Committee is suc- 
cessfully discharging the task it has undertaken. 

The third series of books worth reading suggested 
by the Cardinal Hayes Literature Committee has 
been issued. Like its predecessors, it covers practi- 
cally the entire gamut of human knowledge in its 183 
titles. Copies of this list may be had by writing to 
Miss Blanche Mary Kelley, 23 East 51st Street, New 
York City. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Hereafter, all remittances should be sent to the 
Acting Treasurer, 
JOHN M. O'LOUGHLIN, 


Boston College Library, 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 


EMPHASIZING CATHOLIC BOOKS FOR THE 
RECREATIONAL READING OF THE 
ACADEMY GIRL 


Sister ANNA Loretto, S.S.J. 
Academy of Our Lady, Peoria, Ill. 


“A first word in a discussion of emphasizing Catho- 
lic books for the recreational reading of the academy 
girl” would characterize these little paragraphs more 
truly than the title which heads them, not only for the 
reason that the time allowed for their preparation has 
left practically no opportunity for the investigation 
and consultation that treating the subject adequately 
would require, but more particularly for the reason 
that the subject is one in which the writer is so in- 
tensely interested that from every consideration she 
would rather peruse a paper dealing with it than her- 
self prepare one. In no sense, then, is this paper 
contributed as something complete or final, but rather 
as some small thing that may provoke commenting and 
correcting and supplementing on the part of her fel- 
low Catholic librarians, so that eventually a full expo- 
sition of facts and conclusions may be at her disposal 
and that of other workers whose aim is the develop- 
ing through judicious reading habit the mentality and 
ideals of the Catholic girl. 

The Catholic young girl can, without doubt, be won 
over to reading, with enthusiasm, our Catholic books. 
This fact has been demonstrated in so many instances 
in the writer’s experience that she disregards as 
negligible a very few cases in which it was not borne 
out. The taste for Catholic books can be cultivated 
as well as can the taste for good reading in general. 
To ascertain the extent to which a taste for good read- 
ing in general affects a taste for Catholic reading, and 
the extent to which a taste for Catholic reading fos- 
ters a taste for high-class books not distinctly Catho- 
lic would make a fascinating study, one, however, 
which will be left for some other library worker to 
pursue. It will be sufficient for this modest paper to 
state with emphasis that there are now available Catho- 
lic readings guaranteed to please girls of varied tastes 
and of widely differing ages and mental abilities, and 
then hasten on to a mention of more tangible features 
of developing in the academy girl a taste for Catholic 
reading. These topics will include the means which 
the librarian may find helpful in this work, the agen- 
cies in the school which assist with the work, and the 
hindrances to its more pronounced success. 

The degree in which the Catholic librarian is suc- 
cessful in popularizing Catholic literature among her 
patrons depends, of course, on her zeal in the cause 
(which cause is patently apostolic), and on her knowl- 
edge of the field of Catholic literature. Foremost 
among the means, then, that may be employed in her 
apostolate in behalf of the souls of youthful readers, 
will be any aids that intensify her zeal for the cause 
and that enlarge her knowledge of Catholic authors 
and their productions. In addition to these first 


means to her end, she may employ practically all other 
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methods which are used by any librarian to increase 
circulation. It may be of advantage to recall some 
of these, and apply them to the case of the Catholic 
librarian “selling” Catholic reading matter. In the 
first place, she enjoys an unusual opportunity in being 
in personal contact with individual students: she can 
thus recommend books to them individually; she can, 
after studying the students, guide them in the selection 
of Catholic books suited to their purposes; she can 
stimulate interest in Catholic works by calling atten- 
tion to their attractive features. She can recommend 
books indirectly, as it were, by displaying the periodi- 
cals which make a specialty of book reviews, and by 
referring students to them and to the publications 
which include book reviews in their contents. Catho- 
lic periodicals are, of course, her best ally here, but 
from time to time she will be able to utilize the periodi- 
cals given over to book reviewing exclusively. 


Another means of attaining her end is by giving 
prominence in the display of books on her charging 
desk, or other place of vantage, to the latest and most 
universally pleasing of Catholic books. A truth which 
older persons sometimes overlook is that many times 
old books attract as strongly as new ones, because to 
young people just come into their own in the world of 
books, the old books are new. Announcing Catholic 
books to the eye by every possible method is another 
practice of this zealous librarian; every suitable space 
on her bulletin boards is employed for the display of 
posters, book-jackets, portraits, publishers’ announce- 
ments, book-lists, and clippings. News of the book 
clubs can also be featured, especially that of the Catho- 
lic Book Club when its selections are of a kind to be 
enjoyed by a high-school girl. 

One of the very disadvantages under which the typi- 
cal Catholic librarian labors can be turned to serve the 
purpose of her Catholic reading crusade. The typical 
librarian suffers and groans from a lack of funds to 
carry on her work. Student participation in the acquir- 
ing of Catholic material can in this situation be the 
proverbial stone which kills two birds, for books that 
students contribute to the collections are the objects of 
their pride and to some degree their proprietorship, and 
such books usually have a correspondingly good circu- 
lation. Furthermore, the interest in the Catholic collec- 
tion in general is increased as its wants are advertised 
and its resources inventoried. Student participation in 
the collecting of books and magazines can be done in 
many ways—both by individuals and by groups, and in 
the form of donation of funds for books, the donation of 
new books, and of books no longer needed in the home. 
Even campaigns for funds can be made the means of 
advertising the attractive features of Catholic books. 
As a final means to accomplishing this apostolic aim 
of our librarian, might be mentioned her acquaintance 
with the collections in parish libraries and other libra- 
ries under Catholic auspices that may be operated in 
the district served by her school, and her acquaintance 


likewise with the Catholic titles in the public library 
and her neighborhood branch libraries. Her recom- 
mendation can make books from these sources acces- 
sible to her young patrons. 

Much of what is mentioned here in the librarian’s 
work with Catholic books applies to her promotion of 
Catholic periodical material. If recreational reading 
takes the form of browsing, or of reading seriously on 
matters of current interest as treated in these periodi- 
cals, the librarian rejoices once more that she now has 
at hand so highly effective an instrument as The Catho- 
lic Periodical Index. 

The librarian is manifestly not alone in her work 
for the stimulation of interest in Catholic literary 
works, but is powerfully abetted by a number of other 
agencies in the school, foremost among which are the 
departments of instruction. The instructors of re- 
ligion, of history, and of the classical and modern lan- 
guages are all to some extent participating in the labor. 
However, most telling of all, is the work of the teacher 
of English. Perhaps the librarian’s share in the busi- 
ness is a little less important than that of the instruc- 
tor of English, a conjecture that can be set down here 
with only slight possibility of its giving offense to 
librarians in Catholic schools, for many of them are 
persons still serving, for part time at least, as teachers 
of English, and many more are former teachers. Fur- 
thermore, in schools which are small—and most of our 
Catholic high scchools are relatively small—the proba- 
bility is that the library and the department of English 
are so well articulated that to ascertain to which de- 
partment the greater credit is due is almost impossible. 
The zealous Catholic instructor of English has her 
own means of arousing enthusiasm for Catholic read- 
ing. Among these means are several which are in- 
cluded among those employed by the librarian. The 
teacher of English can recommend books to individual 
students, either informally or in the regular recurring 
conferences with members of the classes. Likewise, 
she can display in her class-room or conference-room 
books, book-jackets, posters, portraits, announcements, 
book-lists, and clippings. Also, she can sponsor the 
purchase for the library of books or magazines by in- 
dividuals or groups that come under her direction. In 
addition, she has other resources which are not avail- 
able to the librarian. She can, by timely announce- 
ments made before her classes, give publicity to Catho- 
lic works. She can in her assignments in both compo- 
sition and literature work, give some place to the lives 
and achievements of Catholic writers. She can, in the 
lists she prepares of the required readings for her stu- 
dents, include a goodly number of works of merit from 
the pens of Catholics. She can urge the purchase of 
Catholic books and magazines for the home, and even 
for gift purposes at Christmas, graduation, and other 
seasons. She can direct her students to parish and 
other Catholic libraries and to public libraries. 

(To be continued in February Issue) 
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OUR LADY’S CHOIR 
An Outstanding Achievement in Catholic 
Literature 

There has just come from the press the first an- 
thology of poems by Catholic Sisters ever assembled. 
It is an unique achievement. The editor, William 
Stanley Braithwaite, has gathered together rich treas- 
ures of poetic gems. The book comprises about 155 
poems, written by some 46 nuns, mostly in this coun- 
try. There is an admirable foreword by Rev. Hugh 
Francis Blunt, himself a poet of wide repute, and a 
scholarly introduction by Ralph Adams Cram. The 
work is fittingly dedicated to the memory of Mary 
Emelda Curley, the deceased wife of the Mayor of 
Boston. 

As one glances through this anthology prior to losing 
himself within its exquisite beauty, he is somehow 
conscious of the atmosphere of sanctity in the midst 
of which these songs were born. Each and every page 
mirrors that purity of heart and nobility of mind 
locked up within convent walls. Of many themes 
have these humble poets sung. And in each song 
there is soft resonance of beauty. 

Beauty is never old, but, fresh and fair 

As if newborn this hour, enchants our sight 
sings Sister Mary Angelita. There is such uniform 
excellence in the melody of each poem (in this Mr. 
Braithwaite deserves no small praise for his expert 
selections) that it is difficult to single out individual 
works as indicative of the splendid verses which were 
first breathed within those tranquil garden walls of 
song. Sister Miriam, perhaps, sings the theme song 
of the anthology, 


Give me a star, a bird, a flower, 
I shall spin you a song that will live 
An hour. 


Give me a heart, a smile, a tear, ; 
I will weave you a song that will live 
A year. 


But give me a love death cannot sever, 
I will build you a song that shall live 
Forever. 


As Father Stinson so well says in the jacket fore- 
word: “It was proper that such a significant literary 
effort should have been honored by so beautiful a title 
—Our Lady’s Choir.” 


The publishers, Bruce Humphries, Inc., 470 Stuart 
Street, Boston, have not been unmindful of the deli- 
cacy of content which their production offers. Several 
handsome editions have been issued, worthy examples 
of the binder’s craft. The St. Agnes edition of 25 
copies on Sheepskin is bound in full Levant and 
stamped in gold from a die specially designed. Each 
copy has been signed, and contains autographic ma- 
terial by the editor, Father Blunt and Dr. Cram. 
Each copy also contains several of the poems in the 
handwriting of the Sisters. These sell at $120 each, 
and are a treasured investment. (One copy has been 
presented to the Holy Father, and one to each of the 
American Cardinals.) Fifty copies on Kelmscott hand- 
made paper (of which forty are for sale at $25 each) 
are bound in crimson silk, with a cloth label stamped 
in gold, gold tops, and each copy inserted in a special 
slip case. Each copy has been signed by the editor, 
Father Blunt and Dr. Cram, and contains one poem 
on handmade paper in the Sister's handwriting. Five 
hundred copies on Worthy Hand and Arrows paper 
(at $10 each) are bound in Old Rose Fabriano boards, 
white vellum back, stamped in gold, gold tops. Each 
copy has been numbered and signed by the editor, and 
inserted in an Old Rose Fabriano slip case. Two 
thousand copies of the trade edition on Hamilton’s 
Mellow Book paper ($2.50 each) are bound in natural 
finish blue cloth, cream white paper sides and stamped 
in gold. This edition will soon be exhausted for every 
Catholic library and convent will immediately acquire 
at least one copy of this treasure house of song. 


Through the kindness of 
Father Kimball, S.J., of Holy 
Cross College Library, Wor- 
cester, Mass., we are privi- 
leged to reproduce a sample 
of the cataloging being done 
at the Vatican Library. This 
card was given by Msgr. 


Tisserant to Mr. _ Foster 


Stearns, formerly librarian of 
Holy Cross. 


Bibl. 


Grasset, Francois 


Catalogue des livres francois, italiens, espagnols et anglois, 
de Francois Grasset et comp . . . précédé d'un avis . . . 
que le prospectus des oeuvres de Mr. de Voltaire, et suivi d'un 
supplement, d'un catalogue de piéces de théatre, estampes, 
cuivres gravés .. . et des cartes de géographie. 
Grasset, 1781]. 


XVI, 342 p. 


I. Cataloghi 
de—Bibliografia. 


Vaticana 


ainsi 


Lausanne, |F. 


19,5 em. 


di librai. I. Voltaire, Francois Marie Arouet 


Z999.G7 30-95 
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WANTS 


Rev. Adolph E. Hrdlicka, O.S.B., Librarian, St. 
Procopius College, Lisle, Illinois, is desirous of ob- 
taining back numbers of Catholic Charities Review. 
Father Hrdlicka is ready to offer other periodicals in 
exchange for his wants. 

Catholic Charities Review—Vol. 1, nos. 1-4, 6; vol. 2, 
nos. 2, 6; vol. 3, nos. 7, 8; vol. 4, nos. 6, 9, 10; 
vol. 5, nos. 2, 4, 5, 8: vol. 6, nos. 1, 8, 9; vol. 7, 
no. 3; vol. 9, no. 9; vol. 10, nos. 4, 10; vol. 11, nos. 
1, 2; vol. 12, nos. 1, 9; vol. 13, nos. 5, 8, 10; vol. 
14, nos. 3, 5; vol. 15, nos. 3, 4. 


Rev. Frederic Fray, O.S.B., Asst. Librarian, St. 
John’s University Library, Collegeville, Minnesota, 
asks if any readers of the WORLD can accommodate 
him with the following magazines: 

American Catholic Historical Society (Phil.)— Vol. 
36, No. 3. 

American Catholic Quarterly Review—Vol. 46, no. 

_ 182; vol. 47, no. 187: vol. 48, nos. 190, 191; vol. 

: 49, nos. 194-196. 

: Irish Theological Quarterly (Dublin)—Vol. 12, no. 48 

(Oct., 1917). 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Mr. Editor: 

Brother Ernest’s article, “Libraries? No!  Libra- 
rians!” which appeared in the last issue of the 
WORLD interested me deeply. It seems to me that 
the cry for “adequate libraries” has not been repeated 
with gusto sufficient to arouse religious Superiors to 
action. Too many such Superiors look upon adequate 
libraries as white elephants, as bothersome adjuncts 
to educational development. Money expended on 
libraries (these Superiors believe) could be more 
advantageously diverted along other channels. Too 
often the library budget is cut to the barest minimum, 
and even this small portion is reluctantly approved. 
Here, then, is the missionary field. Not librarians, but 
libraries first! Educate Superiors to the realization 
that their institutions DEMAND modern and organ- 
ized libraries. Awaken these religious from their 
apathy. This, it seems, is the crying need. 

I differ pointedly with the observations of Brother 
Ernest with regard to training librarians. I rather 
feel that members of communities who have done 
“splendid, heroic work” for the past thirty years 
possess that necessary foundation—maturity. They can 
bring to their work those years of valuable experience 
which could never be acquired in a life-time at a 
library school. Proper library administration exacts 
maturity of judgment gained by experience, not the 
theoretical accumulation of “technique.” Too many 
of those who have attended schools of library science 


are victims of a superiority complex which is entirely 
alien to their competency. They feel that library 
training endows them with the sum total of all that is 
to be known about library administration. And upon 
this false assumption they predicate their subsequent 
activities in library work. They feel that they have 
become “experts” to whose words of wisdom others 
not so fortunate must listen with admiration. They 
are sensitive of a certain “professional caste” which 
sets them apart from their more lowly comrades who 
can only confess the humility of experience. In every 
department of life “experience is the best teacher”— 
library science notwithstanding. 

Consequently, I feel that Brother Ernest’s enthusi- 
astic effusions are wide of the mark. First of all, the 
cry for adequate libraries must be dinned into the 
ears of indifferent religious Superiors. The success- 
ful librarian should possess mature deliberation and 
wide experience flanked by a technical knowledge of 
library administration. Whether this experience be 
acquired in library or academic work, it is the sine 
qua non of success. Recently a young man thirty- 
three years old was appointed director of the second 
largest public library in the country. It was signifi- 
cant that in an interview he asserted that he was not 
a library school graduate. Practical experience was 
and is his forte. 

The energetic Sister Agatha, in her paper read at 
the annual meeting held at Philadelphia last June, 
very well stated the case when she said: “Librarian- 
ship demands more than ability to do mere clerical 
work, filing, indexing and routine minutiae. It calls for 
business instinct and book knowledge.” Can these 
attributes of librarianship be acquired other than 
through experience? Professional library training is a 
desirable asset, to be sure, but it does not make a 
librarian. 
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Membership consists of Catholic librarians, library 
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library progress. 
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